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� �࠮ �(*>(�PZ�THYRL[PUN�[V�UL^�WVW\SH[PVU�NYV\WZ��
Z\NNLZ[PUN�[OL`�º6WLU�;OLPY�/LHY[Z»�HUK�MVZ[LY�H�
JOPSK�

�࠮ �;OL�5:>�.V]LYUTLU[�PZ�[YHUZP[PVUPUN�[OL�WYV]PZPVU�VM�
MVZ[LY�JHYL�[V�[OL�5.6�ZLJ[VY��;OPZ�THRLZ�[OL�5:>�
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Introduction
(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[`�OHZ�L]VS]LK�YHWPKS`�V]LY�[OL�WHZ[�[OPY[`�`LHYZ��
>P[O�[OPZ�JOHUNL�OHZ�JVTL�NYLH[LY�HUK�NYLH[LY�ULLK�MVY�V\[�
VM�OVTL�JHYL��MVY�]\SULYHISL�(\Z[YHSPHU�`V\[O!�[OL�U\TILY�VM�
JOPSKYLU�PU�V\[�VM�OVTL�JHYL�PU�5L^�:V\[O�>HSLZ�PUJYLHZLK�I`�
��� �WLY�JLU[�[V������ �IL[^LLU������HUK���������(YV\UK�OHSM�
VM�[OLZL�JOPSKYLU�HUK�`V\UN�WLVWSL�^LYL�WSHJLK�PU[V�MVZ[LY�JHYL�
^P[O�TVZ[�VM�[OL�YLZ[�WSHJLK�^P[O�L_[LUKLK�MHTPS �̀�6]LY�[OPY[`�WLY�
JLU[�VM�[OLZL�JOPSKYLU�HUK�`V\UN�WLVWSL�^LYL�MYVT�(IVYPNPUHS�
IHJRNYV\UKZ��([�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL��[YHKP[PVUHS�TL[OVKZ�VM�V\[�VM�
OVTL�JHYL�HYL�\UKLY�[OYLH[��ZX\LLaLK�I`�ML^LY�Z[H`�H[�OVTL�
T\TZ�HUK�TVYL�Z[H`�H[�OVTL�RPKZ��-VZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�JOHUNPUN�PU�
YLZWVUZL��KL]LSVWPUN�PUUV]H[P]L�UL^�TVKLSZ�HUK�HWWLHSPUN�[V�
UL^�WVVSZ�VM�WV[LU[PHS�JHYLYZ�

)HZLK�VU�PU[LY]PL^Z�^P[O�SLHKPUN�H\[OVYP[PLZ�VU�(\Z[YHSPHU�
ZVJPL[`�HUK�MVZ[LY�JHYL��HUK�KH[H�MYVT�YLZLHYJO�IVKPLZ��[OPZ�
WHWLY�L_WSVYLZ�[OL�X\PL[�YL]VS\[PVU�[HRPUN�WSHJL�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�
HUK�YL]LHSZ�P[Z�JOHUNPUN�MHJL��

Open your heart.
Foster a child.
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�5:>�.V]LYUTLU[��-HTPS`�
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The New Arrangements for Fostering in NSW
0U�[OL�WHZ[�ML^�TVU[OZ��[OLYL�OHZ�ILLU�H�X\PL[�YL]VS\[PVU�PU�
[OL�^H`�[OH[�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�OHUKSLK�PU�5L^�:V\[O�>HSLZ��0U�
5V]LTILY������[OL�5:>�.V]LYUTLU[�MVYTHSS`�KLJPKLK�[V�
[YHUZMLY�HSS�JOPSKYLU�HUK�`V\UN�WLVWSL�PU�V\[�VM�OVTL�JHYL�
[V�5.6Z��PUJS\KPUN�HSS�MVZ[LY�JHYL�JOPSKYLU�[V����5.6Z���
;OL�TV]L�[V�[YHUZMLY�ZLY]PJLZ�[V�[OL�UVU�NV]LYUTLU[�
ZLJ[VY�^HZ�H�RL`�YLJVTTLUKH[PVU�PU�[OL�>VVK�:WLJPHS�
*VTTPZZPVU�VM�0UX\PY`�PU[V�5:>�*OPSK�7YV[LJ[PVU�:LY]PJLZ�
PU�������HJRUV^SLKNPUN�[OH[�5.6Z�^LYL�ILZ[�WSHJLK�[V�
WYV]PKL�HUK�HJOPL]L�IL[[LY�V\[JVTLZ�MVY�JOPSKYLU�HUK�
`V\UN�WLVWSL��
;OPZ�JOHUNL�TH`�IL�HKTPUPZ[YH[P]L��)\[�[OL�ILULÄ[Z�HYL�
O\THU!�HZ�H�YLZ\S[�VM�[OL�JOHUNLZ��JHYLYZ�HUK�JOPSKYLU�
^PSS�IL�ZLLU�TVYL�MYLX\LU[S`�I`�JHZL�^VYRLYZ�[OHU�ILMVYL��
;OL�HNLUJPLZ��^OPJO�HYL�VU�[OL�MYVU[SPUL�VM�MVZ[LYPUN��HYL�
HISL�[V�\ZL�[OLPY�KPYLJ[�L_WLYPLUJL�[V�PTWYV]L�[OL�MVZ[LYPUN�
L_WLYPLUJL�IV[O�MVY�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU�HUK�MVY�JHYLYZ��;OL`�HYL�

HISL�[V�L_WSVYL�TVYL�ÅL_PISL��SH[LYHS�HUK�JYLH[P]L�VW[PVUZ�
MVY�JOPSKYLU��`V\UN�WLVWSL�HUK�MHTPSPLZ�
;OPZ�PZ�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�[Y\L�MVY�(IVYPNPUHS�JHYL��^OPJO�OHZ�ZLLU�
H�ZPTPSHY�KL]VS\[PVU�VM�YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�MYVT�[OL�Z[H[L�[V�
(I:LJ��H�KLKPJH[LK�WLHR�IVK`�MVY�(IVYPNPUHS�V\[�VM�OVTL�
JHYL�HNLUJPLZ��;OPZ�PZ�JYP[PJHS�PU�YLZVS]PUN�[OL�TPZ[Y\Z[�VM�
Z[H[L�JHYL�VM�JOPSKYLU�[OH[�SPUNLYZ�MVSSV^PUN�[OL�L_WLYPLUJLZ�
VM�[OL�:[VSLU�.LULYH[PVU��(Z�(UNLSH�>LII��*,6�VM�(I:LJ�
UV[LZ��(IVYPNPUHS�JHYLYZ�HYL�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�IL�WLYZ\HKLK�
[V�ZPNU�\W�[V�HU�(IVYPNPUHS�MVZ[LY�JHYL�HNLUJ`�[OHU�H�
NV]LYUTLU[�IVK �̀�
(UKYL^�4J*HSS\T��*,6�VM�[OL�(ZZVJPH[PVU�VM�*OPSKYLU»Z�
>LSMHYL�(NLUJPLZ��ZH`Z�[OL�[YHUZMLY�VM�ZLY]PJLZ�OLYHSKZ�H�
UL^�KH^U�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PU�5L^�:V\[O�>HSLZ��>OPSL�[OL�
WH[O�VM�JOHUNL�^PSS�UV[�IL�LHZ`�VY�PTTLKPH[L��[OL�ILULÄ[Z�
MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL��HUK�MVY�(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[ �̀�^PSS�IL�MLS[�MVY�
THU`�`LHYZ�[V�JVTL��

Changes in Australian Society;  
Implications for Fostering
;OL�H]HPSHIPSP[`�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�PU�(\Z[YHSPH�PZ�KYP]LU�I`�H�U\TILY�
VM�KPZWHYH[L�MHJ[VYZ��MYVT�ZVJPHS�WLYJLW[PVUZ�[OYV\NO�[V�H]LYHNL�
HNL�VM�JOPSKIPY[O�HUK�L]LU�[OL�H]HPSHIPSP[`�VM�ZWHYL�ILKYVVTZ�

2L`�HTVUN�[OLZL�PUÅ\LUJLZ�HYL�JOHUNLZ�[V�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ��
7YVMLZZVY�(SHU�/H`LZ��+PYLJ[VY�VM�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�
-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�W\[Z�P[�Z\JJPUJ[S`!�¸[OL�^H`�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�ºKV»�MHTPS`�
PZ�JOHUNPUN¹�

;OLZL�JOHUNLZ�HYL�OH]PUN�H�ZPNUPÄJHU[�PTWHJ[�VU�MVZ[LY�JHYL��
;OLYL�HYL�ZL]LU�RL`�[YLUKZ!

1. Size: The Shrinking Australian Family

0U�SPUL�^P[O�NSVIHS�[YLUKZ��(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ�HYL�NL[[PUN�ZTHSSLY��
;OL�U\TILY�VM�^VTLU�^OV�OH]L�OHK�MV\Y�VY�TVYL�JOPSKYLU�I`�
[OL�HNL�VM�������OHZ�MHSSLU�KYHTH[PJHSS`!�MYVT�����PU�� ���[V�
Q\Z[�V]LY�����PU�������([�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�[OL�U\TILY�VM�^VTLU�
^P[O�H�ZPUNSL�JOPSK�PUJYLHZLK�HSTVZ[�KV\ISLK�MYVT����[V������
;HISL���ZOV^Z�Q\Z[�OV^�T\JO�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPS`�PZ�ZOYPURPUN��

Table 1: (]LYHNL�OV\ZLOVSK�ZPaL�� ���[V�������WYVQLJ[LK��

(Z�7YVMLZZVY�/H`LZ�WVPU[Z�V\[��[OPZ�[YLUK�KVLZ�THZR�ZVTL�
]HYPH[PVUZ�HTVUN�KPMMLYLU[�L[OUPJ�NYV\WZ��/V^L]LY��[OL�
WYVWVY[PVU�VM�^VTLU�PU�[OLPY�LHYS`�MVY[PLZ�^OV�HYL�JOPSKSLZZ�OHZ�
HSZV�PUJYLHZLK��MYVT� ��PU�� ���[V�����PU�������

;OLYL�HYL�ZL]LYHS�YLHZVUZ�MVY�ZTHSSLY�MHTPS`�ZPaLZ��^OPJO�HYL�
[`WPJHSS`�JVYYLSH[LK�[V�PUJYLHZPUN�SL]LSZ�VM�^LHS[O��(Z�SP]PUN�
Z[HUKHYKZ�YPZL��ZV�KV�L_WLJ[H[PVUZ�MVY�[OL�YLZV\YJLZ�KL]V[LK�
[V�YHPZPUN�H�JOPSK��;OPZ�PZ�PUJYLHZPUNS`�WYVOPIP[P]L!�[OL�-LKLYHS�
.V]LYUTLU[�LZ[PTH[LZ�[OH[�P[�JVZ[Z�HYV\UK����������[V�YHPZL�HU�
(\Z[YHSPHU�JOPSK�[V���"�ZVTL�YLZLHYJOLYZ�ZH`�[OL�JVZ[�TH`�IL�
JSVZLY�[V����TPSSPVU���

0U�HKKP[PVU��HU�PUJYLHZL�PU�(\Z[YHSPH»Z�KP]VYJL�YH[L������VM�
(\Z[YHSPHU�THYYPHNLZ�LUKLK�PU�KP]VYJL�PU��   ��JVTWHYLK�[V�
����PU�� � ��PZ�HSZV�SPRLS`�[V�IL�JVU[YPI\[PUN�[V�TVYL��ZTHSSLY�
MHTPSPLZ��;OPZ�WVZLZ�H�U\TILY�VM�JOHSSLUNLZ�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL��
;YHKP[PVUHSS �̀�H�U\TILY�VM�MVZ[LY�WSHJLTLU[Z�^LYL�^P[O�MHTPSPLZ�
[OH[�HSYLHK`�OHK�JOPSKYLU��;OL�ZOYPURPUN�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPS`�HUK�HU�
PUJYLHZPUN�ZLUZL�[OH[�º[^V�PZ�LUV\NO»�OHZ�WSHJLK�WYLZZ\YL�VU�
[OPZ�HWWYVHJO��:THSSLY�MHTPSPLZ�TH`�MLLS�SLZZ�^PSSPUN�[V�[HRL�VU�H�
MVZ[LY�JOPSK��-PUHSS �̀�SVUL�WHYLU[Z�TH`�MLLS�[OL`�OH]L�SLZZ�HIPSP[`�
[V�MVZ[LY�HU�HKKP[PVUHS�JOPSK��NP]LU�[OL�JVUZ[YHPU[Z�[OH[�HSYLHK`�
L_PZ[�VU�[OLPY�[PTL�
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“The way Australians 
‘do’ family is changing”   
7YVMLZZVY�(SHU�/H`LZ��+PYLJ[VY��(\Z[YHSPHU�

0UZ[P[\[L�VM�-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ
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@LHY

Source: ():�/V\ZLOVSK�HUK�-HTPS`�7YVQLJ[PVUZ��(\Z[YHSPH���������



Aboriginal Foster Care: A Unique Challenge
(JJVYKPUN�[V�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��(IVYPNPUHS�
HUK�;VYYLZ�:[YHP[�0ZSHUKLY�JOPSKYLU�JVTWYPZL��� ��VM�HSS�
JOPSKYLU�HNLK������`LHYZ�PU�(\Z[YHSPH��`L[�PU���������[OL`�
JVUZ[P[\[LK�ULHYS`�����VM�HSS�JOPSKYLU�WSHJLK�PU�V\[�VM�OVTL�
JHYL�
>OPSL�THU`�VM�[OLZL�JOPSKYLU�HYL�WSHJLK�^P[O�YLSH[P]LZ��V[OLYZ�
HYL�UV[��;OL�º(IVYPNPUHS�7SHJLTLU[�7YPUJPWSL»�KPJ[H[LZ�[OH[�
(IVYPNPUHS�JOPSKYLU�ZOV\SK�PKLHSS`�IL�WSHJLK�^P[O�(IVYPNPUHS�
JHYLYZ��+HUH�*SHYRL��*OHPYWLYZVU�VM�[OL�(IVYPNPUHS�*OPSK��
-HTPS`�HUK�*VTT\UP[`�*HYL�:[H[L�:LJYL[HYPH[�VM�5:>�
�(I:LJ���ZH`Z�[OH[�[OLYL�OHZ�ILLU�NYLH[LY�Z\JJLZZ�PU�
PTWSLTLU[PUN�[OPZ�WVSPJ`�PU�YLJLU[�[PTLZ��I\[�^P[O�[OPZ�OHZ�
JVTL�HU�HJ\[L�ZOVY[HNL�VM�(IVYPNPUHS�JHYLYZ��
*SHYRL�VIZLY]LZ�[OH[�ILJH\ZL�VM�[OL�PTWHJ[�VM�[OL�:[VSLU�
.LULYH[PVU��^OLU�HYV\UK���������(IVYPNPUHS�JOPSKYLU�^LYL�
YLTV]LK�MYVT�HJYVZZ�(\Z[YHSPH��[OLYL�JHU�IL�H�^HYPULZZ�VM�
[OL�JVUJLW[�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PU�(IVYPNPUHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ��(UNLSH�
>LII��*,6�VM�(I:LJ�JVUJ\YZ!�¸;OPZ�PZZ\L�PZ�Z[PSS�YH^�PU�
WLVWSL»Z�TPUKZ��;Y\Z[�ULLKZ�YLI\PSKPUN¹��

>H`UL�*HYYVSS��H�*HZL�4HUHNLY�MYVT�(UNSPJHYL���4P`HNHU�
(IVYPNPUHS�6\[�VM�/VTL�*HYL�:LY]PJL�UV[LZ��[OL�[YHUZMLY�VM�
YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�MVY�JHZL�THUHNLTLU[�MYVT�[OL�.V]LYUTLU[�
[V�(IVYPNPUHS�MVZ[LY�HNLUJPLZ�PZ�H�WVZP[P]L�KL]LSVWTLU[��HZ�
WV[LU[PHS�JHYLYZ�HYL�SPRLS`�[V�MLLS�TVYL�YLSH_LK�HUK�Z\WWVY[LK��
4VYLV]LY��HZ�]PJ[PTZ�VM�[OL�:[VSLU�.LULYH[PVU�TH`�UV[�OH]L�
ILLU�ºWHYLU[LK»�[OLTZLS]LZ��[OL`�TH`�SHJR�JLY[HPU�WHYLU[PUN�
ZRPSSZ�HUK�IL�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�OH]L�[OLPY�JOPSKYLU�[HRLU�PU[V�V\[�
VM�OVTL�JHYL��
.HYY`�4H[[OL^Z��*,6�VM�[OL�*VMMZ�/HYIV\Y�(IVYPNPUHS�-HTPS`�
*VTT\UP[`�*HYL�*LU[YL�LTWOHZPZLZ�[OL�PTWVY[HUJL�VM�
(IVYPNPUHS�JOPSKYLU�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�YLTHPUPUN�JVUULJ[LK�[V�[OLPY�
JV\U[Y �̀�HUK�OH]PUN�YLN\SHY�JVU[HJ[�^P[O�[OLPY�JVTT\UP[ �̀��
4VYL�(IVYPNPUHS�JHYLYZ�HYL�ULLKLK��H[�H�[PTL�^OLU�JOHUNPUN�
NLULYH[PVUHS�H[[P[\KLZ�[V^HYKZ�JVTT\UP[`�ZLY]PJL�THRL�[OPZ�
JOHSSLUNPUN��3LZ[LY�4VYHU�MYVT�5N\U`HQHYQ\T��HU�(IVYPNPUHS�
HUK�;VYYLZ�:[YHP[�V\[�VM�OVTL�JHYL�WYV]PKLY�HNYLLZ��UV[PUN�
[OPZ�ULLKZ�[V�IL�KVUL�PU�Z\JO�H�^H`�[OH[�P[�KVLZ�UV[�WSHJL�HU�
\UK\L�I\YKLU�VU�SVJHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ�

;OLYL�HYL�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�^P[OPU�[OPZ�[YLUK��:THSSLY�MHTPSPLZ�
TH`�OH]L�TVYL�ZWHJL�PU�[OLPY�OVTL�MVY�HUV[OLY�JOPSK��HUK�H�
^PSSPUNULZZ�V]LY�[PTL�[V�L_WHUK�[OLPY�MHTPS �̀�>OPSL�ZVTL�TH`�IL�
YLS\J[HU[�[V�MVZ[LY�H�JOPSK�V]LY�H�SVUN�WLYPVK��ZOVY[�[LYT�MVZ[LYPUN�
TH`�PUZ[LHK�IL�H[[YHJ[P]L�MVY�ZVTL�MHTPSPLZ��

;OL�PUJYLHZPUN�WYVWLUZP[`�VM�(\Z[YHSPHU�HK\S[Z�[V�SP]L�I`�
[OLTZLS]LZ�PZ�H�WVZP[P]L�KL]LSVWTLU[�MVY�MVZ[LYPUN��0U[LYLZ[PUNS �̀�
ZPUNSL�HK\S[Z�PU�5L^�:V\[O�>HSLZ�HYL�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�MVZ[LY�[OHU�
JV\WSLZ��[OV\NO�[OL�THQVYP[`�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�HYL�Z[PSS�JV\WSL�
MHTPSPLZ��ILJH\ZL�VM�[OLPY�NYLH[LY�U\TILY���;OPZ�WYVWVY[PVU�
PUJYLHZLK�Z\IZ[HU[PHSS`�IL[^LLU�� ���HUK�������

2. Age of Childbirth 

7HY[�VM�[OL�YLHZVU�MVY�[OL�ZOYPURPUN�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPS`�PZ�[OH[�
�KLZWP[L�PTWYV]LTLU[Z�PU�HZZPZ[LK�YLWYVK\J[PVU��^VTLU�HYL�
SVVRPUN�H[�H�ZTHSSLY�ºJOPSKIPY[O�^PUKV^»��0U�� ����[OL�TVZ[�

JVTTVU�HNL�VM�ÄYZ[�JOPSKIPY[O�^HZ�[OL�LHYS`�[^LU[PLZ��I\[�[OL�
WYVWVY[PVU�VM�^VTLU�NP]PUN�IPY[O�PU�[OLPY�LHYS`�[OPY[PLZ�TVYL�[OHU�
KV\ISLK�V]LY�[OPZ�WLYPVK�[V�ILJVTL�[OL�TVZ[�JVTTVU�HNL�MVY�
JOPSKIPY[O�PU�����������VM�^VTLU�NH]L�IPY[O�H[�[OPZ�HNL���

7YVMLZZVY�,SPaHIL[O�-LYUHUKLa�VM�[OL�:JOVVS�VM�:VJPHS�:JPLUJLZ�
H[�<5:>�H[[YPI\[LZ�[OPZ�[V�[^V�RL`�MHJ[VYZ!�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�[HRPUN�
SVUNLY�[V�JVTTP[�[V�YLSH[PVUZOPWZ��HUK�HU�PUJYLHZPUN�MVJ\Z�I`�
^VTLU�VU�[OLPY�JHYLLY�HZWPYH[PVUZ��H�[YLUK�[OH[�OHZ�YLJLP]LK�H�SV[�
VM�TLKPH�H[[LU[PVU�PU�YLJLU[�[PTLZ�

;OPZ�[YLUK�JHU�IL�ZLLU�JSLHYS`�PU�[OL�KH[H!�TVYL�^VTLU�UV^�
NP]L�IPY[O�PU�[OLPY�SH[L�[OPY[PLZ�[OHU�PU�[OLPY�[LLUHNL�`LHYZ��;OL�
WYVWVY[PVU�VM�^VTLU�NP]PUN�IPY[O�PU�[OLPY�SH[L�[OPY[PLZ�PUJYLHZLK�
ZP_MVSK�MYVT�� ���[V�������MYVT����[V�������

:PTWS`�W\[��(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HYL�KL]V[PUN�SLZZ�VM�[OLPY�SPMLZWHU�[V�
JOPSK�YLHYPUN��;OPZ�OHZ�JYLH[LK�H�MVZ[LY�JHYL�º[PTL�ZX\LLaL»��
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ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

Footnotes: 
�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�������"�-HTPSPLZ�;OLU�HUK�5V^

“Aboriginal communities 
have come together to 
care for children for tens of 
thousands of years” 

+HUH�*SHYRL��*OHPYWLYZVU��(I:LJ
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6U�[OL�VUL�OHUK��[OL�^PUKV^�MVY�MVZ[LYPUN�H[�`V\UN�HNLZ�PZ�
JSVZPUN��HZ�WLVWSL�JOVVZL�[V�KLSH`�JYLH[PUN�MHTPSPLZ��6U�[OL�
V[OLY��[OL�^PUKV^�MVY�MVZ[LYPUN�H[�VSKLY�HNLZ��^OPJO�VM[LU�VJJ\YZ�
^OLU�JOPSKYLU�NYV^�\W�HUK�SLH]L�OVTL��PZ�HSZV�JSVZPUN��HZ�
WV[LU[PHS�JHYLYZ�HYL�Z[PSS�JHYPUN�MVY�[OLPY�V^U�JOPSKYLU�H[�H�SH[LY�
HNL��(ZZVJPH[L�7YVMLZZVY�1\KP[O�*HZOTVYL��MYVT�:`KUL`�3H^�
:JOVVS��UV[LZ�[OH[�VSKLY�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HYL�SLZZ�SPRLS`�[V�IL�PU�[OLPY�
��Z��HUK�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�IL�PU�[OLPY���Z��^OLU�[OL`�MLLS�[OH[�[OL`�
OH]L�LUV\NO�ZWHYL�[PTL�VU�[OLPY�OHUKZ�[V�MVZ[LY��

;OLYL�PZ�HUV[OLY�WLYZWLJ[P]L�VU�[OPZ��>VTLU�^OV�KLJPKL�[V�YHPZL�
JOPSKYLU�SH[LY�PU�SPML��WV[LU[PHSS`�VSKLY�[OHU�HU�HNL�H[�^OPJO�[OL`�
JHU�OH]L�JOPSKYLU��TH`�PUJYLHZPUNS`�ZLL�MVZ[LY�JHYL�HZ�HU�H]LU\L�
[V�WHYLU[OVVK��;OPZ�^V\SK�YLWYLZLU[�H�UL^�WV[LU[PHS�WVVS�VM�
JHYLYZ��HUK�PZ�HU�L_HTWSL�VM�OV^�JOHUNLZ�PU�ZVJPL[HS�UVYTZ�
WYLZLU[�UL^�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�HZ�^LSS�HZ�JOHSSLUNLZ�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL�

3. Make-up: The End of ‘One Size Fits All’ Families

(Z�,TLYP[\Z�7YVMLZZVY�)L[[PUH�*HZZ�MYVT�<5:>»Z�:VJPHS�7VSPJ`�
9LZLHYJO�*LU[YL�W\[Z�P[!�¸(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ�HYL�ILJVTPUN�TVYL�
HUK�TVYL�Å\PK"�U\JSLHY�MHTPSPLZ�Z[PSS�L_PZ[�I\[�ISLUKLK�MHTPSPLZ�
HYL�TVYL�HUK�TVYL�JVTTVU¹��0U�� ����HSTVZ[�OHSM�VM�(\Z[YHSPHU�
MHTPSPLZ�^LYL�[OL�HYJOL[`WHS�ºJV\WSL�^P[O�KLWLUKLU[�JOPSKYLU»��
;OPZ�U\TILY�OHZ�MHSSLU�KYHTH[PJHSS �̀�^P[O�H�NYV^[O�PU�[OL�U\TILY�
VM�SLZZ�[YHKP[PVUHS�SP]PUN�HYYHUNLTLU[Z��

-VY�L_HTWSL��HSTVZ[�H�[OPYK�VM�JOPSKYLU�HYL�UV^�ILPUN�IVYU�
V\[ZPKL�VM�THYYPHNL!�M\SS`�����VM�(\Z[YHSPHU�JOPSKYLU�^LYL�IVYU�
V\[ZPKL�THYYPHNL�PU�������JVTWHYLK�[V�����PU�� ����

([�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL��[OL�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�SVUL�WHYLU[Z�OHZ�KV\ISLK��
YPZPUN�[V�����PU�������TLHUPUN�VUL�PU�Ä]L�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�UV^�NYV^�
\W�^P[O�H�ZPUNSL�WHYLU[���;OPZ�OHZ�PTWSPJH[PVUZ�MVY�[OL�[YHKP[PVUHS�
MVZ[LY�JHYL�TVKLS��^OPJO�YLSPLK�VU�WSHJPUN�JOPSKYLU�PU�U\JSLHY�
MHTPSPLZ�

;OPZ�TVKLS�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�JVTPUN�\UKLY�WYLZZ\YL�HUK�[OL�
WVVS�VM�[YHKP[PVUHS�MHTPSPLZ�PZ�ZOYPURPUN�H[�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�[OH[�[OL�
U\TILY�VM�JOPSKYLU�ULLKPUN�JHYL�PZ�PUJYLHZPUN��;OPZ�PZ�SLHKPUN�
MVZ[LY�JHYL�HNLUJPLZ�[V�SVVR�[V�UL^�NYV\WZ�[V�Z\WWVY[�MVZ[LY�
JHYL�ULLKZ�[V^HYKZ������HUK�IL`VUK�

6UL�UL^�WVVS�[OH[�PZ�PUJYLHZPUNS`�WYV]PUN�[V�IL�H�Z\JJLZZM\S�
ZV\YJL�PZ�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ��;OLYL�OHZ�HSZV�ILLU�H�O\NL�
PUJYLHZL�PU�[OL�U\TILY�VM�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ��\W�����PU�[OL�Ä]L�
`LHYZ�IL[^LLU�[OL������HUK������JLUZ\Z�HSVUL��

:HTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ�^PSS�SPRLS`�MVYT�HU�PUJYLHZPUNS`�PTWVY[HU[�
WHY[�VM�[OL�MVZ[LY�JHYL�IHZL�PU[V�[OL�M\[\YL!�HZ�H�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�
[V[HS�JV\WSLZ��MVY�L]LY`�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSL�HNLK�V]LY�����[OLYL�
HYL�ZP_[LLU�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ�HNLK�������JVTPUN�[OYV\NO�[OL�
KLTVNYHWOPJ�YHURZ���;OLZL�HYL�[OL�JHYLYZ�VM�[OL�M\[\YL��

(S[OV\NO�ZVTL�HNLUJPLZ�KV�UV[�WSHJL�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU�^P[O�ZHTL�
ZL_�JV\WSLZ��V[OLYZ�HYL�ZLLPUN�ZLL�O\NL�WV[LU[PHS�PU�[OPZ�NYV^[O�
HYLH��;OLYL�HYL�HSZV�H�U\TILY�VM�(IVYPNPUHS�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ�
MVZ[LYPUN�JOPSKYLU��OLSWPUN�[V�Z\WWVY[�HU�HYLH�VM�OPNO�JHYLY�
KLTHUK�

4.  Working status: Stay at Home Mum Stops Staying  
at Home

(JJVYKPUN�[V�,TLYP[\Z�7YVMLZZVY�)L[[PUH�*HZZ��[OL�^PKLZWYLHK�
TV]L�VM�TV[OLYZ�PU[V�[OL�SHIV\Y�MVYJL�V]LY�[OL�WHZ[�ML^�KLJHKLZ�
PZ�VUL�VM�[OL�ZPUNSL�TVZ[�ZPNUPÄJHU[�JOHUNLZ�[V�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�
MHTPS �̀

0U�� ����H�TPUVYP[`�������VM�TV[OLYZ�^P[O�KLWLUKLU[�JOPSKYLU�
^LYL�PU�WHPK�^VYR��)`���� ��[OPZ�OHK�JOHUNLK�KYHTH[PJHSS �̀�^P[O�
^VYRPUN�TV[OLYOVVK�[OL�UVYT������VM�TV[OLYZ���5V^HKH`Z��[OL�
TVZ[�SPRLS`�ZJLUHYPV�PZ�MVY�JV\WSL�WHYLU[Z�[V�OH]L�H�M\SS�[PTL�HUK�
H�WHY[�[PTL�QVI�IL[^LLU�[OLT��;OL�WYVWVY[PVU�VM�JV\WSL�WHYLU[Z�
^P[O�[^V�M\SS�[PTL�QVIZ�HSZV�PUJYLHZLK��MYVT�����PU�� ���[V�����
PU���� ��

0M�[OLYL�PZ�VUL�ZPUNSL�[YLUK�[OH[�WVZLZ�H�JOHSSLUNL�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL��
P[�PZ�[OPZ��º4\T»�PZ�ZWLUKPUN�TVYL�[PTL�H[�^VYR��UV[�H[�OVTL��
K\YPUN�[OL�KH �̀�-LTHSLZ�OH]L�[YHKP[PVUHSS`�ILLU�[OL�THPUZ[H`�
VM�MVZ[LY�JHYL��;OPZ��[VNL[OLY�^P[O�PUJYLHZPUNS`�I\Z`�ZJOLK\SLZ��
TLHUZ�SLZZ�HUK�SLZZ�[PTL�PZ�H]HPSHISL�MVY�[HRPUN�JHYL�VM�MVZ[LY�
JOPSKYLU��

Trend Paper 
ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

Footnotes: 
�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�������"�-HTPSPLZ�;OLU�HUK�5V^
�(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������:HTL�ZL_�*V\WSL�-HTPSPLZ�
�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�������"�-HTPSPLZ�;OLU�HUK�5V^

“Australian families are 
becoming more and 
TVYL�Å\PK¹
,TLYP[\Z�7YVMLZZVY�)L[[PUH�*HZZ��<5:>

Young Australians are  
16 times more likely to be  
in a same-sex relationship 
than older Australians   

():�KH[H
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;OLYL�PZ��OV^L]LY��HUV[OLY�WLYZWLJ[P]L�VU�[OPZ��-L^�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�
JOVVZL�[V�MVZ[LY�PU�VYKLY�[V�HJJLZZ�[OL�JVTWLUZH[PVU�H]HPSHISL�
�^OPJO�PZ�HU�HSSV^HUJL�[V�JV]LY�[OL�JVZ[Z�VM�[OL�JOPSK»Z�JHYL��
UV[�H�^HNL���7YVMLZZVY�,SPaHIL[O�-LYUHUKLa�MYVT�[OL�:JOVVS�VM�
:VJPHS�:JPLUJLZ�H[�<5:>�UV[LZ�[OH[�MVZ[LY�JHYL�TH`�WYV]PKL�
LUV\NO�HKKP[PVUHS�ÄUHUJPHS�PUJLU[P]L�MVY�ZVTL�TV[OLYZ�[V�Z[H`�
OVTL��YH[OLY�[OHU�NV�[V�^VYR��HUK�SVVR�HM[LY�[OLPY�V^U�JOPSKYLU�
HZ�^LSS�HZ�MVZ[LYLK�JOPSKYLU�

5. Less than Empty Nests: Why won’t they leave?

6UL�NYV\W�[OH[�PZ�Z[H`PUN�H[�OVTL�PZ�`V\UNLY�(\Z[YHSPHUZ��
+YP]LU�PU�WHY[�I`�[OL�YPZPUN�JVZ[�VM�HJJVTTVKH[PVU��`V\UN�
(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HYL�SP]PUN�^P[O�[OLPY�WHYLU[Z�MVY�SVUNLY��0U�� ��������
VM�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HNLK�������SP]LK�^P[O�[OLPY�WHYLU[Z��)`��   ��[OPZ�
ÄN\YL�OHK�PUJYLHZLK�[V�� � ��(Z�(ZZVJPH[L�7YVMLZZVY�1\KP[O�
*HZOTVYL�MYVT�:`KUL`�3H^�:JOVVS�UV[LZ��P[�PZ�HSZV�VM[LU�[OL�
JHZL�[OH[�JOPSKYLU�HJ[\HSS`�YL[\YU�[V�[OL�ULZ[��WHY[PJ\SHYS`�PU�[OL�
JHZL�VM�H�THYYPHNL�IYLHRKV^U��

-\Y[OLY��NYHUKWHYLU[Z�HYL�PUJYLHZPUNS`�[HRPUN�HU�HJ[P]L�YVSL�PU�[OL�
YHPZPUN�VM�[OLPY�V^U�JOPSKYLU»Z�JOPSKYLU��SLH]PUN�SLZZ�VWWVY[\UP[`�
MVY�H�MVZ[LY�JHYL�YVSL��(Z�;PUH�4J.OPL�MYVT�[OL�0SSH^HYYH�
(IVYPNPUHS�*VYWVYH[PVU�UV[LZ��[OPZ�PZ�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�[OL�JHZL�PU�
(IVYPNPUHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ��>OPSL�NYHUKWHYLU[�HUK�JVTT\UP[`�JHYL�
MVY�JOPSKYLU�OHZ�ILLU�\UKLY[HRLU�PU�(IVYPNPUHS�JVTT\UP[PLZ�
MVY�[OV\ZHUKZ�VM�`LHYZ��[OL�I\YKLU�VM�L_WLJ[H[PVU�PZ�WSHJPUN�
PUJYLHZPUN�Z[YHPUZ�VU�JVTT\UP[PLZ�

;OL�MHJ[�[OH[�THU`�VSKLY�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�JOVVZL�[V�^HP[�\U[PS�[OLPY�
JOPSKYLU�SLH]L�OVTL�ILMVYL�L_WSVYPUN�MVZ[LY�JHYL�TLHUZ�[OH[�
[OL�[YLUK�MVY�SLZZ�LTW[`�ULZ[Z�WVZLZ�JOHSSLUNLZ�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL��
;VNL[OLY�^P[O�[OL�[YLUK�[V�OH]L�JOPSKYLU�H[�H�SH[LY�HNL��P[�TLHUZ�
[OH[�(\Z[YHSPHU�WHYLU[Z�HYL�PUJYLHZPUNS`�VSKLY�I`�[OL�[PTL�[OLPY�
V^U�JOPSKYLU�SLH]L�OVTL��;OPZ�JHYYPLZ�[OL�YPZR�[OH[�[OL`�JVUZPKLY�
[OLTZLS]LZ�[VV�VSK�[V�MVZ[LY�

:WLHRPUN�VM�ULZ[Z��H�TVYL�WYVZHPJ�[YLUK�PZ�HSZV�NVVK�UL^Z�
MVY�MVZ[LYPUN��-VZ[LY�JHYL�KVLZU»[�Q\Z[�YLX\PYL�ZWHJL�PU�`V\Y�
OLHY[!�`V\�HSZV�ULLK�YVVT�PU�`V\Y�OVTL��(S[OV\NO�^L�TH`�MLLS�
[OH[�PUJYLHZPUN�OV\ZPUN�WYPJLZ�OH]L�THKL�\Z�KV^UZPaL��[OL�
VWWVZP[L�PZ�[Y\L��)L[^LLU�� ���HUK�������[OL�H]LYHNL�U\TILY�
VM�ILKYVVTZ�WLY�K^LSSPUN�PUJYLHZLK�MYVT�����[V����"�H[�[OL�ZHTL�
[PTL�[OL�U\TILY�VM�WLYZVUZ�WLY�OV\ZLOVSKZ�KLJSPULK�MYVT�����
[V��������<ZPUN�H�*HUHKPHU�TL[OVKVSVN �̀�[OL�():�LZ[PTH[LZ�[OH[�
� ��VM�(\Z[YHSPHU�OV\ZLOVSKZ�OHK�H�ZWHYL�ILKYVVT�PU���������
;OL�WVZP[P]L�UL^Z�PZ�[OH[�PM�ZVTLVUL�PZ�^PSSPUN�[V�IL�H�MVZ[LY�
JHYLY��[OL`�HYL�PUJYLHZPUNS`�SPRLS`�[V�OH]L�[OL�ZWHJL�[V�KV�ZV��

6. Cultural Diversity

(STVZ[�VUL�PU�L]LY`�MV\Y�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HYL�UV^�IVYU�V]LYZLHZ��
;OL�ZV\YJLZ�VM�TPNYH[PVU�HYL�JOHUNPUN��HUK�IYPUNPUN�KPMMLYLU[�
HWWYVHJOLZ�[V�MHTPS �̀�HUK�KPMMLYLU[�WLYZWLJ[P]LZ�VU�MVZ[LY�JHYL��
;OL�<2�^HZ�WYL]PV\ZS`�(\Z[YHSPH»Z�TVZ[�JVTTVU�ZV\YJL�VM�
TPNYH[PVU��I\[�TVYL�TPNYHU[Z�UV^�JVTL�MYVT�0UKPH�HUK�*OPUH�
[OHU�[OL�<2����

(\Z[YHSPH»Z�PUJYLHZPUNS`�YPJO�J\S[\YHS�KP]LYZP[`�IYPUNZ�UL^�
JOHSSLUNLZ��HUK�UL^�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL��(Z�7YVMLZZVY�
/H`LZ�MYVT�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�UV[LZ��
KPMMLYLU[�J\S[\YHS�NYV\WZ�VM[LU�OH]L�KPMMLYLU[�UVYTZ�PU�YLSH[PVU�[V�
MHTPS`�ZPaL�HUK�JVTWVZP[PVU��-VY�L_HTWSL��THU`�J\S[\YLZ�OH]L�
SHYNLY�MHTPS`�ZPaLZ��6UJL�PU�(\Z[YHSPH��ZWLJPÄJ�JVTT\UP[PLZ�TH`�
MLLS�HU�HKKP[PVUHS�YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�[V�SVVR�HM[LY�]\SULYHISL�JOPSKYLU�
MYVT�[OLPY�ZVJPL[ �̀�;OPZ�PZ�WVZP[P]L�UL^Z�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL�

/V^L]LY��P[�HSZV�WVZLZ�JOHSSLUNLZ��>P[O�HU�PUJYLHZPUN�LTWOHZPZ�
VU�JOPSKYLU�[V�IL�JHYLK�MVY�I`�J\S[\YHSS`�TH[JOLK�JHYLYZ��MVZ[LY�
JHYL�HNLUJPLZ�OH]L�[V�SVVR�H[�ZTHSSLY��TVYL�[PNO[S`�KLÄULK�WVVSZ�
VM�WV[LU[PHS�JHYLYZ��(STVZ[�OHSM�VM�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�����WLY�JLU[��OH]L�
H[�SLHZ[�VUL�V]LYZLHZ�IVYU�WHYLU[��HUK�V]LY�����SHUN\HNLZ�
HYL�ZWVRLU�PU�(\Z[YHSPH����-VY�H�JOPSK�^OV�OHZ�ILLU�WSHJLK�PU[V�
MVZ[LY�JHYL��[OL�ZP[\H[PVU�JHU�IL�HSPLUH[PUN�HUK�JOHSSLUNPUN��
/H]PUN�JHYLYZ�^OV�JHU�WYV]PKL�J\S[\YHS�HUK�SPUN\PZ[PJ�MHTPSPHYP[`�
PZ�H�THQVY�HK]HU[HNL�MVY�[OH[�JOPSK»Z�Z[HIPSP[`�HUK�^LSMHYL�

Trend Paper 
ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

Footnotes: 
 (\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������3P]PUN�(YYHUNLTLU[Z!�@V\UN�(K\S[Z�PU�[OL�
7HYLU[HS�/VTL
��(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������/V\ZPUN�<[PSPZH[PVU

��0IPK�
��(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������*\S[\YHS�+P]LYZP[`�PU�(\Z[YHSPH

“There is an increasing 
level of grandparent care in 
Australian families”

7YVMLZZVY�,SPaHIL[O�-LYUHUKLa��:JOVVS�VM�:VJPHS�
:JPLUJLZ��<5:>
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7. Time poverty

>OV�OHZ�[PTL�[V�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU&�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�MLLS�[OH[�[OLPY�SP]LZ�
HYL�I\ZPLY�[OHU�L]LY��;OL�():�Z[HY[LK�JVSSLJ[PUN�[PTL�\ZL�KH[H�
YLSH[P]LS`�YLJLU[S �̀�;OPZ�YLPUMVYJLZ�[OL�]PL^�[OH[�^L�OH]L�SLZZ�[PTL�
VU�V\Y�OHUKZ!�MYLL�[PTL�MLSS�ZSPNO[S`�IL[^LLU��  ��HUK���������
0U�JVU[YHZ[��[OL�HTV\U[�VM�[PTL�TV[OLYZ�ZWLU[�PU�WHPK�^VYR�
PUJYLHZLK�I`�����OV\YZ�WLY�^LLR�IL[^LLU��  ��HUK���������

3HJR�VM�[PTL�PZ�HU�PTWVY[HU[�MHJ[VY�PU�[VKH`»Z�ZVJPL[ �̀�HJJVYKPUN�
[V�+Y�4HYPS`U�4J/\NO�MYVT�[OL�:VJPHS�7VSPJ`�9LZLHYJO�*LU[YL�
H[�<5:>��7LVWSL�^OV�TPNO[�JVUZPKLY�MVZ[LY�JHYL�HYL�JVUJLYULK�
HIV\[�[OL�[PTL�JVTTP[TLU[�PU]VS]LK��;OL`�TH`�UV[�IL�H^HYL�VM�
SLZZ�[PTL�PU[LUZP]L�MVZ[LY�JHYL�VW[PVUZ�

6M�JV\YZL��^L�OH]L�[OL�ZHTL�U\TILY�VM�OV\YZ�PU�V\Y�KH`�[OH[�
^L�HS^H`Z�OHK"�[OL�KPMMLYLUJL�PZ�PU�OV^�^L�ZWLUK�P[��>L�ZWLUK�
TVYL�[PTL�PU�[YHMÄJ��TVYL�[PTL�H[�[OL�N`T��HUK�TVYL�[PTL�WSH`PUN�
(UNY`�)PYKZ�VU�V\Y�P7HKZ��>L�MLLS�I\ZPLY�

-VZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�YL^HYKPUN��I\[�P[�PZ�HSZV�[PTL�JVUZ\TPUN��>OPSL�
WLVWSL�TH`�IL�^LSS�KPZWVZLK�[V�[OL�WYVZWLJ[�VM�MVZ[LYPUN�H�
JOPSK��[OL`�ZPTWS`�KV�UV[�ILSPL]L�[OL`�OH]L�LUV\NO�[PTL��;OPZ�PZ�
SPRLS`�[V�JVU[PU\L�[V�IL�H�IYHRL�VU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�YLJY\P[TLU[��4HU`�
(\Z[YHSPHUZ�^V\SK�IL�TVYL�SPRLS`�[V�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU�PM�[OL`�^LYL�
H^HYL�VM�[OL�]HYPL[`�VM�ÅL_PISL�VW[PVUZ�^OPJO�HYL�JVTWH[PISL�
^P[O�I\Z`�SPMLZ[`SLZ��Z\JO�HZ�^LLRLUK�YLZWP[L��VY�ZOVY[�IYLHR��
MVZ[LYPUN��-VZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�JOHUNPUN�PU�YLZWVUZL��JYLH[PUN�UL �̂�
TVYL�ÅL_PISL�TVKLSZ�VM�JHYL�[V�LUZ\YL�LUV\NO�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�JHU�
JVU[PU\L�[V�IL�MV\UK�

Looking forward: the next 10 years
*OHUNL�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�HYYHUNLTLU[Z��Z\JO�HZ�SVVRPUN�H[�UL^�
WVVSZ�VM�JHYLY��PZ�LZZLU[PHS�PM�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�[V�JVU[PU\L�[V�H[[YHJ[�
[OL�U\TILY�VM�JHYLYZ�[OH[�^L�ULLK�[V�SVVR�HM[LY�(\Z[YHSPH»Z�
]\SULYHISL�JOPSKYLU��4VYL�HUK�TVYL�JHYLYZ�HYL�JVTPUN�MYVT�HSS�
^HSRZ�VM�SPML�HUK�KV�UV[�Q\Z[�Ä[�[OL�[YHKP[PVUHS�ºMHTPS`»�TV\SK��
0UJYLHZPUNS`�MVZ[LYPUN�MHTPSPLZ�JVTL�PU�HSS�ZOHWLZ�HUK�ZPaLZ�¶�PU�
Q\Z[�[OL�ZHTL�^H`�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ�KV�

;OL�JOHSSLUNLZ�WVZLK�I`�[OL�ZP_�[YLUKZ�PKLU[PÄLK�PU�[OPZ�WHWLY�
TLHU�[OH[�MVZ[LYPUN�ULLKZ�[V�JVUZ[HU[S`�HKHW[�¶�HZ�+Y�4HYPS`U�
4J/\NO�MYVT�<5:>»Z�:VJPHS�7VSPJ`�9LZLHYJO�*LU[YL�W\[�P[��¸PM�
`V\�KVU»[�SVVR�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�[OH[�YLÅLJ[�(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[ �̀�
`V\�^VU»[�OH]L�HU`¹�

<UMVY[\UH[LS �̀�[OL�U\TILY�VM�JOPSKYLU�ULLKPUN�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PZ�UV[�
KLJSPUPUN��(JJVYKPUN�[V�+Y�4J/\NO��[OPZ�OHZ�ILLU�KYP]LU�IV[O�I`�
PTWYV]LTLU[Z�PU�THUKH[VY`�YLWVY[PUN��ZV�TVYL�JHZLZ�HYL�ILPUN�
WPJRLK�\W��HUK�VU�[OL�NYV\UK�YLHSP[PLZ��Z\JO�HZ�HU�PUJYLHZL�PU�
Z\IZ[HUJL�HI\ZL��

;OL�NVVK�UL^Z�PZ�[OH[�[OL�PUJYLHZPUN�HJJLW[HUJL�VM�KPMMLYLU[�
JVUÄN\YH[PVUZ�VM�MHTPS`�YLWYLZLU[Z�H�NYLH[�VWWVY[\UP[`�MVY�MVZ[LY�
JHYL��0[�TLHUZ�WLVWSL�HYL�PUJYLHZPUNS`�VWLU�[V�KPMMLYLU[�MHTPS`�
HWWYVHJOLZ��HUK�WV[LU[PHSS`�[V�PUJS\KPUN�H�MVZ[LY�JOPSK�PU�[OLPY�
MHTPS`�TP_��0[�VWLUZ�\W�UL^�NYV\WZ�[OH[�TH`�UV[�OH]L�WYL]PV\ZS`�
JVUZPKLYLK�MVZ[LYPUN�

>L�HZRLK�H�U\TILY�VM�L_WLY[Z�[OLPY�]PL^�VU�OV^�MVZ[LYPUN�^PSS�
JOHUNL�PU�[OL�UL_[����`LHYZ��;OLPY�V]LYYPKPUN�TLZZHNL�^HZ�[OH[�
MVZ[LY�MHTPSPLZ�^PSS�L]VS]L�[V�YLÅLJ[�[OL�PUJYLHZPUN�KP]LYZP[`�VM�
MHTPS`�SPML�PU�(\Z[YHSPH��;OL`�LTWOHZPZLK�[OH[�PM�MVZ[LYPUN�KPK�UV[�
L]VS]L�[V�IL�Z\P[HISL�[V�[OLZL�UL^�MHTPS`�JVUÄN\YH[PVUZ��[OH[�[OL�
ZOVY[HNL�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�^V\SK�IL�L]LU�TVYL�WYVUV\UJLK�

Trend Paper 
ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

Footnotes: 
��(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������*\S[\YHS�+P]LYZP[`�PU�(\Z[YHSPH
��(\Z[YHSPHU�)\YLH\�VM�:[H[PZ[PJZ��������/V^�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�<ZL�;OLPY�;PTL
��*YHPN�L[�HS���������7HYLU[OVVK��WVSPJ`�HUK�^VYR�MHTPS`�[PTL�PU�(\Z[YHSPH��  ������

“Grandparents will play a more 
active role in fostering, as they 
are doing with kids today”

7YVMLZZVY�(SHU�/H`LZ��+PYLJ[VY��(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�
-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ

“It’s not enough to just want 
to be a foster carer – people’s 
circumstances need to be 
right for that place and time”

+Y�4HYPS`U�4J/\NO��:VJPHS�7VSPJ`�9LZLHYJO�*LU[YL��
<5:>

“Time is one of things that 
we don’t have enough of, and 
it impacts our willingness to 
foster”

+Y�4HYPS`U�4J/\NO��:VJPHS�7VSPJ`�9LZLHYJO�*LU[YL��
<5:>
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-VY�L_HTWSL��[OLYL�PZ�H�^PKLZWYLHK�]PL^�[OH[�[OL�HNL�WYVÄSL�VM�
JHYLYZ�^PSS�PUJYLHZL��1\Z[�HZ�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�HYL�OH]PUN�JOPSKYLU�H[�H�
SH[LY�HUK�SH[LY�HNL��ZV�[VV�HYL�[OL`�SPRLS`�[V�IL�VSKLY�^OLU�[OL`�
MVZ[LY��;OPZ�YLÅLJ[Z�JOHUNLZ�HSYLHK`�\UKLY^H`�PU�[OL�ºHNLPUN»�
VM�[OL�H]LYHNL�MVZ[LY�JHYLY��PU�� ���[OL�H]LYHNL�HNL�WYVÄSL�
^HZ����� "�I`������[OPZ�^HZ�����������9LJY\P[TLU[�VM�WV[LU[PHS�
MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�ULLKZ�[V�JVUZPKLY�VSKLY�KLTVNYHWOPJZ�HZ�^LSS�HZ�
MVJ\ZPUN�VU�`V\UNLY�JHYLYZ��

(ZZVJPH[L�7YVMLZZVY�1\KP[O�*HZOTVYL��MYVT�:`KUL`�3H^�:JOVVS�
ILSPL]LZ�[OH[�TVYL�ÅL_PISL�MVZ[LYPUN�HYYHUNLTLU[Z�HYL�PTWVY[HU[�
IV[O�MVY�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU�HUK�MVY�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z��;OLYL�PZ�PUJYLHZPUN�
YLJVNUP[PVU�VM�[OL�ULLK�[V�WYV]PKL�Z\WWVY[�[V�MHTPSPLZ�^OV�HYL�
Z[Y\NNSPUN�[V�YHPZL�JOPSKYLU��HZ�^LSS�HZ�[OL�JOPSKYLU�[OLTZLS]LZ�¶�
ZVTL[PTLZ�HU�LHYS`�PU[LY]LU[PVU�^P[O�H�ZOVY[�[LYT�MVZ[LY�WLYPVK��
YH[OLY�[OHU�H�SVUN�[LYT�MVZ[LY�HYYHUNLTLU[��TH`�IL�[OL�PKLHS�
YLZWVUZL�MVY�H�JOPSK��;OPZ�^VYRZ�^LSS�^P[O�[VKH`»Z�I\Z`�SPMLZ[`SLZ��
4VYL�JYLH[P]L��ÅL_PISL�MVZ[LYPUN�HYYHUNLTLU[Z�JHU�IL�H�^PU�^PU�
MVY�IV[O�JOPSKYLU�HUK�WV[LU[PHS�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�HSPRL�

>OLU�H�YL[\YU�[V�H�JOPSK»Z�IPY[O�MHTPS`�HWWLHYZ�HU�\USPRLS`�VW[PVU��
TVYL�JVUZPKLYH[PVU�PZ�UV^�HSZV�ILPUN�NP]LU�[V�HKVW[PVU�HZ�H�
WH[O^H`�[V�JYLH[PUN�Z[HISL�HUK�WLYTHULU[�JHYL��;OPZ�^PSS�Z\P[�
ZVTL�WVW\SH[PVU�NYV\WZ�^OV�SVVR�[V�MVZ[LY�JHYL�HZ�H�TLHUZ�[V�
JYLH[PUN�H�MHTPS �̀�

6\Y�L_WLY[Z�PKLU[PÄLK�H�NYV^PUN�ULLK�MVY�H�TVYL�WYVMLZZPVUHS�
HWWYVHJO�[V�MVZ[LY�JHYL��YLJVNUPZPUN�[OL�JVTWSL_P[PLZ�VM�IV[O�
VM�[OL�ULLKZ�VM�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU��HUK�[OL�KLZPYHIPSP[`�VM�PUJS\KPUN�
MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z�PU�[OL�KLJPZPVUZ�HYV\UK�[OL�JOPSKYLU�PU�[OLPY�JHYL�
HZ�T\JO�HZ�WVZZPISL��0UJYLHZPUN�YLJVNUP[PVU�[OH[�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�
KYH^U�MYVT�[OL�JHYPUN�WYVMLZZPVUZ�Z\JO�HZ�[LHJOLYZ��U\YZLZ�HUK�
ZVJPHS�^VYRLYZ��HYL�TVYL�Z\P[LK�[V�WYV]PKPUN�[OL�[`WL�VM�JHYL�
ULLKLK�MVY�TVYL�JVTWSL_�MVZ[LY�JHYL�YLX\PYLTLU[Z��

.HYY`�4H[[OL^Z��*,6�VM�[OL�*VMMZ�/HYIV\Y�(IVYPNPUHS�-HTPS`�
*VTT\UP[`�*HYL�*LU[YL��^OPJO�WSHJLZ�JHYLYZ�^P[O�JOPSKYLU��
UV[LZ�[OH[�[OL�PUJYLHZPUNS`�OPNO�Z[HUKHYK�VM�JHYL�ILPUN�ZV\NO[�
TLHUZ�[OH[�[YHPUPUN�HUK�JVU[HJ[�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�HYL�ILJVTPUN�
TVYL�HUK�TVYL�Z[YPUNLU[��THRPUN�[OL�WYVZWLJ[�VM�ILPUN�H�JHYLY�
ZLLT�TVYL�KH\U[PUN�MVY�ZVTL��)HSHUJPUN�[OL�ULLK�MVY�TVYL�
Z[YPUNLU[�WYVMLZZPVUHS�YLX\PYLTLU[Z�^P[O�LUZ\YPUN�[OL�JHYLY�
L_WLYPLUJL�PZ�UV[�[VV�VULYV\Z�[V�WYL]LU[�JHYLYZ�]VS\U[LLYPUN�^PSS�
IL�JYP[PJHS�[V�[OL�Z\JJLZZ�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PU�(\Z[YHSPH�

>OPSL�THU`�HZWLJ[Z�VM�MVZ[LYPUN�TPTPJ�[YHKP[PVUHS�WHYLU[PUN�
ZRPSSZ��[OL�WHY[PJ\SHY�JOHSSLUNLZ�MVY�JOPSKYLU�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�
KLTHUK�HKKP[PVUHS�X\HSP[PLZ�VM�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z��;OLZL�PUJS\KL�
H�WYV[LJ[PUN�HUK�U\Y[\YPUN�H[[P[\KL��HU�HIPSP[`�[V�ULLK�H�JOPSK»Z�
ZWLJPÄJ�KL]LSVWTLU[HS�ULLKZ��H�^PSSPUNULZZ�[V�Z\WWVY[�H�
JOPSK»Z�YLSH[PVUZOPW�^P[O�[OLPY�IPY[O�MHTPS �̀�WYV]PKPUN�H�ZLUZL�VM�
WLYTHULUJ`�HUK�[OL�HIPSP[`�[V�^VYR�HZ�H�WHY[�VM�H�[LHT��^P[O�
ZVJPHS�^VYRLYZ����

+LZWP[L�[OL�JOHUNLZ�[V�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ�HUK�ZVJPL[ �̀�[OL�
\UKLYS`PUN�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�VM�H�NYLH[�MVZ[LY�JHYLY�YLTHPU�
\UJOHUNLK��7YVMLZZVY�(SHU�/H`LZ�VM�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�
-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�OHZ�PKLU[PÄLK�ZP_�RL`�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�VM�H�OPNO�
WLYMVYTPUN�MVZ[LY�JHYLY!

���(�ZLUZL�VM�SV]L�

���>HYT�H[[HJOTLU[Z

���*VUZPZ[LUJ`�VM�WHYLU[PUN�WYHJ[PJL

���:[HIPSP[`

���-PUHUJPHS�HUK�TH[LYPHS�Z\WWVY[

���:\JJLZZM\S�[YHUZTPZZPVU�VM�ºWYV�ZVJPHS»�]HS\LZ

;OLZL�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�HYL�UV[�KLWLUKLU[�VU�VUL�WHY[PJ\SHY�[`WL�
VM�MHTPS`�HYYHUNLTLU[��(Z�(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[`�L]VS]LZ��MVZ[LY�JHYL�
ULLKZ�[V�L]VS]L��I\[�HS^H`Z�YLTHPU�MVJ\ZLK�VU�^OH[�PZ�PTWVY[HU[�
MVY�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU��(TPKZ[�HSS�[OL�JOHUNL��[OPZ�PZ�[OL�JVUZ[HU[�
[OH[�TH[[LYZ��

*VUJS\ZPVU�

Trend Paper 
ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

Footnotes: 
��4J/\NO�������
��)LYYPJR�HUK�:RP]LUL�������

“We need to be creative with 
fostering, and look for win/
win situations that suit both 
the child and carer”

(ZZVJPH[L�7YVMLZZVY�1\KP[O�*HZOTVYL���
:`KUL`�3H^�:JOVVS

“There will be more single 
parent fostering, and more 
same-sex couple fostering”

,TLYP[\Z�7YVMLZZVY�)L[[PUH�*HZZ��<5:>

Three Myths about Foster Care 

MYTH: Foster carers are not like us

FACT: (\Z[YHSPHUZ�^OV�HYL�\UMHTPSPHY�^P[O�MVZ[LY�JHYL�OH]L�
H�[LUKLUJ`�[V�]PL^�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�HZ�HUNLSZ�VY�KLTVUZ�
¶�LP[OLY�ZLSÅLZZ�PUKP]PK\HSZ�^OV�OH]L�ZHJYPÄJLK�TVYL�
[OHU�JHU�IL�PTHNPULK�MVY�[OL�NVVK�VM�ZVJPL[ �̀�VY�ZLSÄZO�
WLVWSL�^OV�TPZ[YLH[�JOPSKYLU��;OPZ�SH[[LY�]PL^�OHZ�ILLU�
WLYWL[YH[LK�I`�ULNH[P]L�PTHNLZ�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYL�PU�TV]PLZ��
[LSL]PZPVU�HUK�WVW\SHY�ÄJ[PVU��
0U�MHJ[��^OPSL�[OLYL�HYL�WHY[PJ\SHY�X\HSP[PLZ�[OH[�THYR�V\[�
NYLH[�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z��[OL�THQVYP[`�VM�MVZ[LY�JHYLYZ�HYL�
L]LY`KH`�(\Z[YHSPHUZ�^OV�ZPTWS`�^HU[�[OL�VWWVY[\UP[`�
[V�JVU[YPI\[L�[V�[OL�YHPZPUN�VM�H�JOPSK��-HTPSPLZ�H[�[OL�
L_[YLTP[PLZ�VM�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�PUJVTL�KPZ[YPI\[PVU��P�L��[OL�
WVVYLZ[�HUK�YPJOLZ[��HYL�PU�MHJ[�[OL�SLHZ[�SPRLS`�[V�MVZ[LY�

MYTH: Foster care and adoption are totally separate

FACT: -VZ[LY�JHYL�HUK�HKVW[PVU�TLL[�[OL�ZHTL�
M\UKHTLU[HS�ULLK�HUK�HYL�IV[O�MVYTZ�VM�V\[�VM�OVTL�JHYL��
0U�ZVTL�JHZLZ��MVZ[LYPUN�H�JOPSK�JHU�SLHK�[V�HKVW[PVU��;OPZ�
PZ�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�H[[YHJ[P]L�[V�UL^�NYV\WZ�VM�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[��
Z\JO�HZ�ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ��^OV�HYL�SVVRPUN�[V�MVZ[LYPUN�HZ�
H�^H`�VM�PUJS\KPUN�WHYLU[PUN�PU�[OLPY�SP]LZ�
;OLYL�PZ�H�UL^�MVJ\Z�MYVT�NV]LYUTLU[�MVY�[OL�HKVW[PVU�
WYVJLZZ�[V�IL�THKL�HZ�HJJLZZPISL�HZ�WVZZPISL��^OPSL�
YL[HPUPUN�ULJLZZHY`�JOLJRZ�HUK�ZHMLN\HYKZ��>OLYL�
JOPSKYLU�HUK�`V\UN�WLVWSL�HYL�\UHISL�[V�IL�YLZ[VYLK�[V�
[OLPY�WHYLU[Z��KLJPZPVUZ�ULLK�[V�IL�THKL�LHYSPLY�[V�WYV]PKL�
TH_PT\T�Z[HIPSP[ �̀�;OPZ�PUJS\KLZ�SVVRPUN�H[�^H`Z�[V�THRL�
HKVW[PVU�I`�JHYLYZ�LHZPLY�HUK�X\PJRLY�

MYTH: Foster care is a 24/7 commitment

FACT: ;OLYL�HYL�ZL]LYHS�KPMMLYLU[�[`WLZ�VM�MVZ[LYPUN��
PUJS\KPUN�WHY[�[PTL�VY�YLZWP[L�MVZ[LYPUN��^OLYL�H�JOPSK»Z�
\Z\HS�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z�HYL�NP]LU�H�IYLHR�I`�HUV[OLY�MVZ[LY�
WHYLU[��;̀ WPJHSS �̀�[OPZ�JV\SK�IL�VUJL�H�TVU[O�VY�V]LY�H�
^LLRLUK��(�JVTTP[TLU[�[V�MVZ[LY�JHYL�KVLZ�UV[�TLHU�
H�M\SS�[PTL�JVTTP[TLU[!�[OLYL�HYL�THU`�^H`Z�[V�MVZ[LY��
HUK�THU`�^H`Z�[V�THRL�MVZ[LYPUN�Ä[�^P[O�[VKH`»Z�I\Z`�
SPMLZ[`SLZ�
;V�SLHYU�TVYL�HIV\[�MVZ[LY�JHYL���
]PZP[�http://www.fosteringnsw.com.au/
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>OPSL�THU`�HZWLJ[Z�VM�MVZ[LYPUN�TPTPJ�[YHKP[PVUHS�WHYLU[PUN�
ZRPSSZ��[OL�WHY[PJ\SHY�JOHSSLUNLZ�MVY�JOPSKYLU�PU�MVZ[LY�JHYL�
KLTHUK�HKKP[PVUHS�X\HSP[PLZ�VM�MVZ[LY�WHYLU[Z��;OLZL�PUJS\KL�
H�WYV[LJ[PUN�HUK�U\Y[\YPUN�H[[P[\KL��HU�HIPSP[`�[V�ULLK�H�JOPSK»Z�
ZWLJPÄJ�KL]LSVWTLU[HS�ULLKZ��H�^PSSPUNULZZ�[V�Z\WWVY[�H�
JOPSK»Z�YLSH[PVUZOPW�^P[O�[OLPY�IPY[O�MHTPS �̀�WYV]PKPUN�H�ZLUZL�VM�
WLYTHULUJ`�HUK�[OL�HIPSP[`�[V�^VYR�HZ�H�WHY[�VM�H�[LHT��^P[O�
ZVJPHS�^VYRLYZ����

+LZWP[L�[OL�JOHUNLZ�[V�(\Z[YHSPHU�MHTPSPLZ�HUK�ZVJPL[ �̀�[OL�
\UKLYS`PUN�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�VM�H�NYLH[�MVZ[LY�JHYLY�YLTHPU�
\UJOHUNLK��7YVMLZZVY�(SHU�/H`LZ�VM�[OL�(\Z[YHSPHU�0UZ[P[\[L�VM�
-HTPS`�:[\KPLZ�OHZ�PKLU[PÄLK�ZP_�RL`�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�VM�H�OPNO�
WLYMVYTPUN�MVZ[LY�JHYLY!

1. A sense of love 

2. Warm attachments

3. Consistency of parenting practice

4. Stability

5. Financial and material support

6. Successful transmission of ‘pro-social’ values

;OLZL�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�HYL�UV[�KLWLUKLU[�VU�VUL�WHY[PJ\SHY�[`WL�
VM�MHTPS`�HYYHUNLTLU[��(Z�(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[`�L]VS]LZ��MVZ[LY�JHYL�
ULLKZ�[V�L]VS]L��I\[�HS^H`Z�YLTHPU�MVJ\ZLK�VU�^OH[�PZ�PTWVY[HU[�
MVY�MVZ[LY�JOPSKYLU��(TPKZ[�HSS�[OL�JOHUNL��[OPZ�PZ�[OL�JVUZ[HU[�
[OH[�TH[[LYZ��

Conclusion 
(\Z[YHSPHU�ZVJPL[`�PZ�YHWPKS`�L]VS]PUN��HUK�MVZ[LY�JHYL�^P[O�P[��
;OPZ�IYPUNZ�JOHSSLUNLZ��I\[�HSZV�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ���;OL�YLJLU[�
JOHUNLZ�PU�5L^�:V\[O�>HSLZ�[OH[�OH]L�WYV]PKLK�5.6Z�^P[O�
[OL�YLZWVUZPIPSP[`�MVY�MVZ[LY�JHYL�^PSS�HSSV^�[OL�ZLJ[VY�[V�YLZWVUK�
PUUV]H[P]LS`�[V�[OL�JOHUNPUN�WVVS�VM�WV[LU[PHS�JHYLYZ�PU�(\Z[YHSPH��

;OPZ�TLHUZ�P[�^PSS�IL�PTWVY[HU[�[V�HJ[P]LS`�YLHJO�V\[�[V�UL^�
H\KPLUJLZ��Z\JO�HZ�ZPUNSL�(\Z[YHSPHUZ��ZHTL�ZL_�JV\WSLZ�HUK�
WLVWSL�^OV�TH`�^HU[�[V�MVZ[LY�^P[O�H�]PL^�[V�HKVW[PVU��4VZ[�
PTWVY[HU[S �̀�P[�TLHUZ�RLLWPUN�MVZ[LY�JHYL�YLSL]HU[�[V�(\Z[YHSPHU�
ZVJPL[ �̀�HUK�[V�[OL�ULLKZ�VM�[OL�JOPSKYLU�P[�L_PZ[Z�[V�OLSW�

Trend Paper 
ifoster2: The Changing Face of Fostering in Australia

“We need to be creative with 
fostering, and look for win/
win situations that suit both 
the child and carer”

(ZZVJPH[L�7YVMLZZVY�1\KP[O�*HZOTVYL���
:`KUL`�3H^�:JOVVS
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